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It really gets into my nerve, thinking 
about this cheap clothes industry… espe-
cially because they kind of leave you no 
chance. I feel really frustrated that when 
I need a shirt I have to go to H&M, because 
I can’t afford anything else. And, at the 
same time, I get really overwhelmed inside 
this shops where the amount of things at 
incredibly low prices make me sick.
The thing is that in the mind of people 
these kinds of things are not necessarily 
bad. You don’t see the bad side. Yes, maybe 
you see its Made in China, but you actual-
ly believe you are contributing to their 
economy.
And that is what the system makes us belie-
ve, so that we never feel guilt, nor take 
responsibility. But I don’t want to propo-
se a ‘new system’ or anything like that, I 
just want to foster the dialogue around the 
issue, so that it transcends the exclusive 
circles where it is actually discussed.
The problem is that we really don’t know 
about this industry, it is totally hidden. 
The only evidence we have is the ‘made in 
China’ tag, but what does that mean? It do-
esn’t say anything in itself.

How much for this one?
No, there is no money involved.
No money?
Exactly, you just have to tell me 
what you think about the topic we 
are talking about today, which is 
labour, especially outsourced la-
bour. Like C&A, which makes its 
clothes in Bangladesh.
Yes, I know, but when I need cheap 
clothes, I go to these places. 
You do this with clothes, I do it 
with food. I only eat biological 
food.
So you are willing to pay a bit 
more, as long as it is better?
Yes. And this is a very good thing 
to do. Good job man.

What are you doing?
I am selling clothes.
Second hand…
Yes, but I am not accepting any mo-
ney in exchange, but dialogue and 
opinions on the topic that is written 
on the board: labor.
You don’t see this often in 
Eindhoven!
Actually, I do it one Friday out of two, 
initiating public dialogues around 
different topics.
Ok, and what about labour? 
Well, as you might know, two weeks 
ago there was a factory in Banglade-
sh that collapsed, killing over a thou-
sand people. Primark, soon to open in 
the corner, and C&A (in front of whe-
re we were) were some of the brands 
found to be making their clothes the-
re. What do you think about it?
What do I think about it? I 
think people today look for 
cheap stuff, because we live 
on very tough times. But I 
think also we don’t know why 
is it so cheap…
Exactly. And I think people rarely re-
alize that when they are not paying 
for something, somebody else is 
doing it for you.
But can you blame the people 
in Bangladesh? Because the pe-
ople over there, they are hap-
py to have a job. What would 
you prefer? To have a job or 
die of hunger? So its very 
difficult to have a judgement.
Shifting responsibilities, do you 
think it is so necessary to have such 
cheap clothing in places where peo-
ple have enough money, like in the 
Netherlands?
I don’t think so, because in 
Holland you are not forced to 
live in hunger. You have the 
option to buy almost anything 
you want.
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