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[...] Do you know anything about the street 
names of this neighborhood?
I don’t know any, besides Kanaalstraat.
But what do you think it means that there 
is a street like Surinamstraat?
I think it is called like that because many 
people from Surinam live on that street…
And, for example, have you ever heard about 
Jan Pieterszoon Straat? 
No.
Most streets are named after people and 
places related to the colonial past of the 
Netherlands. And we wondered if people were 
interested in symbolically changing the na-
mes. 
On my personal opinion, you cannot remove 
history or make everything that happened 
look very positive. We need to accept thin-
gs. It is something that really happened, 
we can’t just ignore it. We need to reco-
gnize that, and once we do it, we learn not 
to repeat it. That is why I would prefer to 
have such names.
That is a very interesting position. But 
the problem is when people don’t know about 
these things. 
That is why is nice that you are talking to 
people about it. 
Yes, it becomes some kind of ‘education’ 
tool, with descriptions of what are the 
places named after and why.
Then you could make something that informs 
people; not necessarily in written words… 
it could be a sculpture or something alike, 
which says more about it. 
That is a great idea: it would be a way to 
connect history and present reality… But if 
you had the power to put a new name to any 
of the streets of this neighbourhood, how 
would you call it?
For my background, I think I would call it 
Globalstraat, or something alike that brin-
gs together different cultures.
And that connects very well with the neigh-
bourhood! Please have one of the drawings.
I want one I saw with the castle. I have 
fascination for castles! Who drew it?
I did.
Great can you sign it?
Sure! That will have big value one day!

Today we are speaking about the name of 
the streets of this area. Do you know 
about them?
(Reading a list) Yes, most of them are 
islands. But for example Abel Tasman was 
a Dutch explorer. But Van Heutsz, another 
street name, was a very terrible man. 
And don’t you think it’s strange? Having 
that mix of names in the same area?
Yes, it’s really strange. But on that time 
when they built up this neighbourhood, 
they found it very normal. Also, this used 
to be a military neighbourhood, so you had 
plenty of officials living here. I think 
it was on the 30’s when it was built.
And do you personally like the names of 
these streets?
No, I don’t! Except for the islands, I 
like those names. But off course I don’t 
like the names of ‘the guys’…
Now, if you could change the name of a 
street, which street would you change the 
name to?
If I could change the name of a street, it 
would definitely be Van Heutsz… because I 
live very close to this street and he was a 

I am collecting proposals from the 
inhabitants of this neighborhood to 
symbolically rename the streets, ac-
cording to their personal experience 
of them.
Like Kanaalstraat?
Yes, or another. Do you have an idea?
No, I have only lived here for two months!
But maybe you have lived a personal 
experience, like the first kiss with 
your girlfriend or something like that…
Ok, Mina, M-I-N-A… for her name.
On which street? 
On this one, Kanaalstraat.
I am researching this because in this 
neighborhood there are a lot of names 
related to the Dutch colonial past, 
including colonized territories and 
Dutch colonizers.

NEW PROPOSALS

STREET NAMES FROM 
THE INHABITANTS

REMOVING HISTORY

very terrible guy! If you read about him, 
you would be shocked!
And what name would you put to it?
I think I would have to figure it out with 
the people who live in the street. There 
is a lot of kids hanging around, so I would 
probably ask the kids. 


